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is probably due to the feeling of the swelling during milking. The removal of a tumor in the teat-duct should not be attempted unless it interferes with milking. In this case the animal is called a hard milker. A surgical operation is necessary and should never be attempted by any other than an experienced veterinarian. It is common practice to introduce knives of various sorts into the teat and attempt to scrape out the obstruction. Even the skilled operator may not be successful in removing the growth without some risk to the animal. The careless use of teat instruments for this trouble has been a source of much infection and ultimate loss of animals.
Strictures in the teat are usually caused by an injury to the inside lining of the teat canal. The misuse of a milking tube or teat dilator might so injure it. A stricture results from the formation of scar tissue which shrinks and narrows the opening in the teat. Scar tissue does this anywhere in the body. Sometimes a tear or wound at the teat opening will bring on scar formation and a partial closure of the teat, making the animal a very slow milker.
Treatment may consist in an attempt to stretch the opening. This is accomplished by means of teat dilators. When metal ones are used, they should be carefully boiled each time before they are inserted into the teat. The dilators are usually inserted in the teats for a few hours before milking. If the use of the dilator does not bring relief after a few days trial, it is unlikely that much benefit will be derived. Milking tubes are often employed to make milking easier. These, also, should be sterilized each time. If not, they are a source of danger, and will do more harm than good.
In case of either a tumor in the teat or a stricture with the resulting difficulty in milking, it would be well to have the animal examined to determine whether it would be best to resort to an operation for permanent relief. The milking tube and the teat dilator are makeshifts and seldom result in lasting benefit.